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Face to Face with The Cleaner

ways, he is confident that there are several seasons’ worth of stories ahead
for William. 

One of the cornerstones of the series is William’s team, Akani (played by
Grace Park) and Swenton (Esteban Powell), who aid him in tracking addicts
and maneuvering them into treatment. Boyd does work with a team of his
own, too. He has an “immediate team of seven or eight people,” but also notes
that he brings in specialists on a case-by-case basis, depending on the needs of
a particular situation or addict. He estimated that he has no fewer than 37
people on call to assist with cases if needed.

These include former clients. “Everybody becomes a resource,” Boyd says
of the people whom he helps overcome addiction. He likens his ever-
expanding roster to a school bus: every time he assists someone, he loads them
onto that bus, and when a situation demands a particular skill or perspective,
he has a ready arsenal of people from which to draw. He emphasizes that this
not only benefits him and the person in need of help in a given situation, but
the recovering addicts, as well.

On the south side of Stage 9, a parking lot has been
transformed into a strip mall. Signs advertise a variety of
fictional businesses: a coffee shop, a pizza joint, J&R Auto
Restoration. Inside J&R’s garage doors, however, lies not
only an auto repair shop, but the headquarters of William
Banks—addiction specialist and title character of the A&E
series The Cleaner.

Across the parking lot, in an office inside Editorial 1,
sits Warren Boyd, who bears a striking resemblance to the
William Banks character as portrayed by Benjamin Bratt.
This is no accident. Boyd is the real-life inspiration for the
William character as well as the premise of The Cleaner,
and the outward similarities are merely the beginning.

For eighteen years, Boyd has worked to combat
addictions by any means necessary. He overcame his own
addictions, which even led to time in prison, and now
works tirelessly to assist others not only in getting clean,
but in maintaining that sobriety and putting their lives
back together. When asked how the show’s depiction of
William compares to his real-life work, Boyd finds one of
the most accurate aspects to be how William must
constantly think on his feet. 

“He’s a gunslinger, too,” Boyd says. Both Warren and
William have to make decisions as they go, reacting to the
unpredictable and sometimes dangerous actions of those
caught in the throes of addiction. To hear Boyd talk about
his work is to listen to something out of an action movie:
tales of facing armed Federales in the jungles of Mexico,
of consulting with European royals and Hollywood
celebrities. Except it is all his real life.

And that is where Boyd differs from William Banks, at
least thus far. “William is about nine to eleven years
behind where I am,” he explains. “He doesn’t yet have the
technology or the access that I do.”  Boyd, who despite his
past as a prisoner now holds a correctional badge, has
worked closely with agencies such as the FBI and DEA,
and he talks of technology straight out of science fiction.
Having seen his own career develop in unexpected
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Warren Boyd co-executive producer and star Benjamin Bratt of The Cleaner 

APRIL 2009

P
H

O
T

O
: 

JA
Y

 S
IL

V
E

R
M

A
N

CONTINUED PAGE 3

April 2009 4 color:April 06 2  11/5/09  6:57 PM  Page 1



11TH ANNUAL COSTUME
DESIGNERS GUILD AWARDS

HONOREE
Distinguished Collaborator Award 

JAMES BURROWS 

■
■
■
■

■
■

■

2

APRIL 2009

Safety is everyone’s responsibility!

Please observe the speed limit (8mph), stop signs and
pedestrian crossings. The Studio has the contractual
right to refuse entrance to any repeat violator of our
Safety Rules. Studio Security strictly enforces this
policy.

The Security Department would like to remind
everyone that the Safety Hotline is anonymous and
confidential. If you observe an unsafe situation, please
report it by calling extension 6078. There is also a
safety suggestion box located at Carla’s Café. 

Have a safe and wonderful experience at CBS Studio
Center!

Carla’s Café Commissary . . . . . .5692
Car Wash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5042
Client Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5099
Emergency Line . . . . . . . . . . . . .5555
Grip Dept . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5711
Hair Salon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6000
Internet Access  . . . . . . . . . . . . .5218
Joe’s Gym  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5099
Lighting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5349
Notary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5837
Parking Signs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5670
Paint Dept.  . . . . . . . . . . .5396 / 5858
Safety Hotline  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6078
Sign Shop  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5395
Special Effects . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5671
Supply Station . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5001
Take 5 Coffee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5979

CSI:NY 
(CBS PRODUCTIONS/ CBS)

ENTERTAINMENT TONIGHT 
(CBS TV DISTRIBUTION/ CBS)

THE INSIDER
(CBS TV DISTRIBUTION/ CBS)

THE CLEANER
(CBS/PARAMOUNT NETWORK TV/ A&E)

100 QUESTIONS FOR
CHARLOTTE - PILOT
(NBC UNIVERSAL/ NBC)

RUBY AND THE ROCKITS
(FTP PRODUCTIONS / ABC FAMILY)

UNTITLED JEFF STRAUSS -
PILOT
(ABC STUDIOS /ABC)

THIS LITTLE PIGGY -
PRESENTATION
(ABC STUDIOS / ABC)

ACCIDENTALLY ON PURPOSE -
PILOT
(CBS/PARAMOUNT NETWORK TV/ CBS)

UNITED STATES OF TARA
(BLIND DECKER PRODUCTIONS, INC. /
SHOWTIME)

UNTITLED TAD QUILL - PILOT
(ABC STUDIOS/ ABC)

ACE IN THE HOLE - PILOT 
(CBS/PARAMOUNT NETWORK TV/ CBS)

SHERRI PILOT
(LIFETIME TELEVISION NETWORK / LIFETIME)

RITA ROCKS
(RITA ROCKS PRODUCTIONS / LIFETIME)

THE BILL ENGVALL SHOW
(VERY FUNNY PRODUCTIONS/ TBS)

PARKS AND RECREATION 
(NBC UNIVERSAL/NBC)

CANNED - PILOT
(ABC STUDIOS/ ABC)

THE BACK UP PLAN –
FEATURE
(CBS FILMS, INC.)

GREEK 
(ZETA BETA PRODUCTIONS/ ABC FAMILY)

9 1st Day of Passover

10 Good Friday

12 Easter Sunday (Western)

18 Annex Film Group Short Film
Screening on NY Street

22 Earth Day

25 Biola Media Conference at
CBS Studio Center

27 Easter Sunday (Orthodox)

A P R I L
P O E T R Y  M O N T H

Contributing Editor Marsha Gorodkin
Design Elizabeth Gulick

For which 1999 drama series did The
Cleaner star Benjamin Bratt receive an
Emmy nomination for Outstanding
Supporting Actor?

ANSWER on page 6

P R O D U C T I O N
S C H E D U L E

Newsletter Staff 

trivia question

RECYCLING
Stage and Media  . . . . . . . . . . . .5661

Paint, Solvents, Spray Cans,
Rags, Brush Wash, Batteries,
Videotape, CDs, DVDs

Office Recycling  . . . . . . . . . . . .5966
Toner Cartridges, Paper, Cans

E-Waste Recycling  . . . . . . .5396
Anything with a circuit board, ie
TVs, Monitors, Recorders,
Keyboards, Florescent Lights

PH
OT

O:
 R

OB
ER

T 
VO

ET
S/

CB
S

April 2009 4 color:April 06 2  11/5/09  6:58 PM  Page 2



3

FEBRUARY 2009

“It’s a long-term process,” he says,
referring to his work with the clients and
the necessity of keeping them involved with
new cases. Participating in the cleaning and
recovery of others is vital to his clients’
continued sobriety and ongoing recovery, a
process that will last their entire lives. Boyd,
having been there, knows all too well how
important these things are.

He does express a wish that the show,
on which he serves as a Co-Executive
Producer, would further explore these
ongoing, long-term relationships. “What I
do isn’t just about the grab or the cleaning,”
Boyd says, in reference to Season 1’s focus
upon nabbing an addict and putting him or
her into treatment. The direction for
Season 2 makes him optimistic, as the show
plans to focus less on the “grab” and more
on William’s part in not only detoxing an
addict, but helping that person rebuild his
or her life. A significant part of that, Boyd
says, is cleaning up the messes that addicts
make: not only in their own lives, but for
their loved ones and associates. He talks of
parents who have turned to theft and fraud
out of desperation to help their addicted
children. “On average, an addict messes up
the lives of fifteen other people,” he says.

That subtle but significant shift for the
coming season makes Boyd hopeful about
the future of the series, a project that was
kicked around for years before finally
coming to fruition. After he became
acquainted with Jay Silverman (now a Co-
Executive Producer on the show as well),
Silverman introduced Warren to Jonathan
Prince, who led them to CBS-Paramount
Television and A&E. “I felt better at A&E
than I did anywhere else,” Boyd says of his
comfort level in having the intimate and
emotional nature of his work translated to
an entertainment program.

He points to A&E’s sincerity regarding
the William Banks character and the
mission of the series overall—to confront
the reality of addiction and the difficulty of
overcoming it—as the basis of his continued
comfort with the show. “I feel just as good
going into the second season as I did
going into the first,” he shares, “and that
says a lot.”

Jaime Martin on your
recent nuptials to Jackie

December 22, 2008
Jaime is the general

manager at Carla’s Cafe

Mike Skinner, 
Director of Plant Services,
and wife Linda
On the birth of your
granddaughter
Elizabeth Noelle 
February 17, 2009
Born to Aaron and 
Lauren Hammersley 
(Mike’s Daughter) and 
to big brother Micah

Deana Jetton,
Operations

On the birth of your
granddaughter 
Taylre Shaelyn

February 2, 2009
Born to Justin and

Darcie Perrett 
(Deanna’s Daughter)
and big sister Hanna 

Special
    Congratulations
Special
    Congratulations

Face to Face with The Cleaner
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

IN LOS ANGELES, IT IS ILLEGAL TO:

• Use water to wash any hard surfaces
such as sidewalks, walkways, driveways
or parking areas.

• Allow runoff onto streets and gutters
from excessive watering.

• Irrigate landscaping between the hours
of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.

• Permit leaks from any pipe or fixture to
go unrepaired.

• Permit watering during periods of rain.
• Water outdoors for more than 15

minutes per watering station, 10
minutes for irrigation systems.

• Allow for the washing of a vehicle
without using a hose with a self-closing
shut-off device.

• Serve water to customers in eating
establishments unless requested.

• Use water to clean, fill or maintain
decorative fountains unless the water is
part of a recirculating system.

• Permit large landscape areas to water
without rain sensors that shut off
irrigation systems.

• Install non-recirculating systems in new
car wash and commercial laundry
systems.

• Install single-pass cooling systems in
new buildings.

To report water waste, call 1-800-DIAL DWP
or go to www.LADWP.com

For more water saving tips visit 

Environmental Tips from

www.bewaterwise.com

LADWP WATER CONSERVATION ORDINANCE

Saving water does more than make sure there's enough to go around. It also

conserves energy and helps prevent the global warming that's harming water

supplies in the first place. So it's clear that it's time to conserve every drop.
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Some comments from critics:

If you find better Indian food than 
Gangadin, I’d like to know about it.

L.A. WEEKLY

Gangadin is a small, elegant Indian 
Restaurant notable for its excellent 
grade meats and almost oil free 
vegetarian dishes. L.A. TIMES

Pearl of Indian restaurants. ZAGAT

Visit our Booth at Farmer’s Market on 
Sundays and join us for combination 
lunches 10:30 am – 1:30 pm.

Now serving excellent Vegan entrees!
. . .  around the corner from CBS. 

TAKE OUT  ·  DELIVERY  ·  CATERING

12067 Ventura Place  · Studio City 91604
(818) 509-0722

Lunch: Mon thru Fri  • 11:30am to 2pm – Sun 10:30am to 1:30pm
Dinner: Mon thru Sun  •  5:30pm to 10pm 

5 ITEM LUNCH SPECIAL
Starting at $8.95

Gangadin
FINEST  INDIAN CUIS INE

Since 1984  •  Serving in same location for 25 years!

Italian Cuisine

Opera, Jazz or Cabaret Singers perform in one of our private music rooms throughout the week.
Private parties can be held “Upstairs at Vitello’s”or in our festive “Green Room”

both rooms have large screen TVs available for presentations.

WE DELIVER!
Lunch Hours

7 Days a Week 
12:30 am to 4:00 pm

Dinner Hours
7 Days a Week 

Sunday thru Thursday 
4:00 pm to 10:00 pm

Friday & Saturday 
4:00 pm to 11:00 pm

Show your CBS badge and save 15%
(818) 769-0905 

www.vitellosrestaurant.com
4349 Tujunga Ave, Studio City

Volunteers needed to help
restore natural habitat along
the Los Angeles River at the

Richard Lillard Outdoor
Classroom in Studio City.

Sponsored by the
Village Gardeners

Work parties 
9a.m.-noon Fri, April 17 

4-7 p.m. Sat, April 18
4-7 p.m. Sun, April 19

Help create a model
California native plant garden

in 2009. 
PLEASE PRE-REGISTER!:

info@thevillagegardeners.org
Snacks and refreshments will be served.

Details at
www.thevillagegardeners.org/

eventsandprojects.html

Volunteer

The Village Gardeners
11684 Ventura Blvd., #343 • Studio City CA 91604
Tel: (818) 788-8531• info@thevillagegardeners.org

April 2009 4 color:April 06 2  11/5/09  6:59 PM  Page 4



5

APRIL 2009

PR
O

actual patient of Dr. Pema

D ’ E L E G A N C E  C A T E R I N G

C R E W  F E E D S  •  S P E C I A L  E V E N T S  • � A L L  O C C A S I O N S
D ’ E l e g a n c e  C a t e r i n g  a t  C A R L A ’ S  C A F É  e x t .  5 6 9 2
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To place ads in this 

publication… please call Marsha, 

Client Services at (818) 655-5099

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

CONTAINING A MINIMUM OF 10% 

POST-CONSUMER RECYCLED CONTENT

Benjamin Bratt
received an Emmy

nomination for playing
Detective Reynaldo

"Rey" Curtis on 
Law & Order 

trivia answer

SATURDAY
APRIL 18th
on the lot
NY Street 

☛
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